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Gertrude E. Cyrus 
GC: Uh, this is a interview with Miss Gertrude Cyrus of 
625 High Street, St. Albans, West Virginia, my 
grandmother, uh, by Greg Cyrus for Anth, I mean, uh, 
Appalachian Culture class. The date of the interview 
is August the fifth, 1974. Her birthdate was April 
the 14th, 1902. 
GEC: That's when I's born. 
GC: That's her birthdate. Allright, uh, allright now 
where, uh, you were. born around Hurricane, right? 
GEC: Yeah, bout 3 mile out of Hurricane. 
GC: What was that called, uh, ••• 
GEC: Uh, Joe's Branch is what the place was called where 
we livedo 
GC: Which was from Hurricane is that, north, south, east, 
what? 
GEC: West. 
GC: Uh, towards St. Albans? 
GEC: Yes. 
GC: Okay. Now, uh, how many people were in your family? 
GEC: Well there was, uh, 6 of us in all and we lived in 
four room house. 
GC: Four room house. 
GEC: Burn coal, uh, wood. 
GC: Burn wood. 
GEC: Didn't have no coal back then. That's been about 
55 years ago what I'm talking about. 
GC: Allright, what kind of house was it, frame house? 
a 
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GEC: Yeah, it was, uh, a homemade weatherboard LGC: Homemade?_/ 
they made it. Yeah, beside this weatherboard by the mill 
was where we lived. Course we lived in a loghouse, bout 
a 3 room loghouse till I was about 5 or 6 years old. 
Then we moved down in this house. 
GC: And they made, uh, saw lumber and everything theirselves. 
GEC: Yeah. They sawed the lumber, the house's still standing 
today of course and, uh, my dad taught school. He 
started teaching when he was about 18 years oldo 
GC: Uh, where did he teach at, Putnam County? 
GEC: Yeah, well, yeah he never did, yeah he taught in Putnam 
County, always in Putnam County. 
GC: Which school? 
GEC: Well it was, uh, uh, Rabbit Creek and Blackjack and 
Buck Creek and Seldom Seen, and Gilbert's Knob and. 
GC: All of urn one room schools. 
GEC: All of urn one room schools, yeah. 
GC: Did they have anything besides one room schools then? 
GEC: No, I never did see one, if they had urn I mean. And 
then he was deputy sheriff of Putnam County for 8 years 
later on. 
GC: 8 years? 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: Uh, did he teach while he was deputy sheriff or, uh, •• 
GEC: No, .1he didn't do none, he was the farm. 
GC: Farm? 
GEC: Yeah, but he didn't, he couldn't teach school. He 
taught class at home, alot of urn. Sometimes he would 
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GC: 
go, walk clear to Winfield. 
He walked or o 
GEC: Yeah, he walked to Winfield. 
GC: How far would that be, 20 miles? 
GEC: Must have been, I don't know. They had, uh, school 
teachers back then had what they called wood stoops, 
you know. That they, uh, ••• 
GC: Wood stoops they made school? 
GEC: Some kind of (inaudible) in the school, I don't know 
just how it was. 
GC: Now he never went to college, did he? 
GEC: He went to some kind of night school in Hurricane, 
it wasn't college, you know. When he retired he 
only got sixty dollars a, a month. 
GC: Gosh that's ••• 
GEC: But he started out teaching, when he started teaching 
it was twenty five dollars a month. 
GC: Uh, 
GEC: Did I say bout him being deputy sheriff? 
GC: Urn, hum. 
GEC: Did I say that? 
GC: Yeah, uh, he ran for sheriff one time too, right? 
GEC: Yeah, he got beated in that though. 
GC: But did he, did he get beaten in a regular race? 
GEC: That was the Hoover term and they blamed Hoover on 
that of course. 
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GC: Oh, that's when all the Republicans got beat. 
GEC: Yeah. Uh, huh, that's when it was. 
GC: Uh, well did he like being a deputy sheriff better 
than teaching? 
GEC: Teaching. I don't know, I think he got kind of tired 
teaching school. He started out too young and, uh, • 
GC: Well, uh, where you all lived, was that near anybody 
else or was that •• o 
GEC: Well neighbors bout, oh .C-Gc: Bout how far away?'_7 
you could see their houses. 
GC: You could see urn. 
GEC: Right along that creek was only bout 4 or 5 families 
and there wasn't any that fixed any electricity or 
even we never had coalo 
GC: What kind of lights did you have? 
GEC: Well, uh, lamp oil, LGC: Had lamp oiloJ coal oil or 
lamp oil was what you called it. 
GC: Uh, was everybody in that holler related that lived up 
through there or was that just •• o 
GEC: Some of um was, some of um wasn't. Now that named 
that, uh, we called that Joe's Branch but they've 
named that Ellis Road nowo 
GC: Ellis Road. 
GEC: I don't know why they named it that, there's no more 
Ellis's up there than anybody else. There's only one 
family Ell~s's and there's nobody live, Ellis had 13 
childreno He had 12 boys and 1 girl. That may have 
been why they called it Ellis Road {laughter). 
GC: Might be, probably more Ellis's than anyone else. 
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GEC: Yeah. 
GC: Uh, say he farmed too? 
GEC: Yeah, he arised tobacco and course corn and everything 
that you raise on farms. 
GC: Uh •• o 
GEC: Is it running? 
GC: Yeah. How much tobacco and stuff did he raise? 
GEC: Well Icbn't think, as I said I don't think they had 
alottment, see a acre, two acres, ever how much you 
wanted to raise back then. I don't think they had 
allottment. 
GC: What, he raised a couple of acres or ••• 
GEC: Yeah, I think so and they had tin hookers I told you. 
They called um tin hookers. They come around and buy 
your tobacco and then they take it to market alot of 
times and make money on it see. 
GC: Would they come by after you stripped it or before? 
GEC: Yeah, after you stripped it and o •• 
GC: And get that. How much did they pay for tobacco? 
GEC: Well I don't know what they paid back then. 
GC: wasn't very much, was it? 
GEC: No, not very much. Now they get 3 and 4 hundred 
dollars for a cropo I think one time almost 400 
course back in them times o •• 
GC: They didn't raise as much only what you could sell? 
GEC: Well look at what you could buy with it. When coffee 
was ten cents a pound and course we had, we raised 
chickens and we sold fryers and we sold eggs. 
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GC: How much was fryers back then what they sell for? 
GEC: Oh, seems to me like even twenty-five cents a pound, 
I don't think . o •• 
GC: How bout eggs, do you remember what they sold for? 
GEC: No, I don't remember bout what the eggs sold for. 
I know we sold 15 and 20 dozen at a time. Now I 
don't know whether that'd be a week or two weeks 
but, buy a good bit of stuffo And we bought, we 
bought, uh, flour by the barrel, a barrel of flour 
I think would be eight 24 pound bags I believe, I 
don't know now and then we, mom buy dishes by the 
barrel. Dollar a barrel of disheso 
GC: Had all the kind of dishes you need, cups, saucers, 
everything? 
GEC: Yeah, everything in there you need. Some of um 
would be broken up, LGC: Yeah._/ that's what you 
get, the whole barrel I guess. 
GC: Yeah, uh, ••• 
GEC: There wasn't no such a thing as, uh, telephones up 
there then. 
GC: Did you raise everything you all ate right there on 
the farm? 
GEC: Yeah, never had no, I think never had no beef or 
nothing like that, we had, uh, oh had two big hogs 
every yearo 
GC: Well if you went to the store, uh, where'd you go 
to the store? 
GEC: Well there's a little, uh, grocery store, Ellis's 
down on the road, that's where we went most of the 
time. · Course we'd go to Hurricane, I told you we'd 
hook up a sled in the wintertimeo 
GC: In the winter, how'd he get there in the summer, ride 
or 
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GEC: Horseback. 
GC: Wagon or. . . 
GEC: Well a wagon if we was going to No, horseback. 
haul anything. 
a many a time. 
Why, I've rode a horse to Huntington 
GC: was that store of Ellis's just a little country 
store or what? 
GEC: In Hurricane? 
GC: No. 
GEC: Ellis's a little country store, sold chickens and 
eggs and anything like that. 
GC: 
GEC: 
Well did you take stuff in for stuff or did you. 
Yeah, you take your chickens to the store and get 
much and then you, uh, you traded out. You never 
money for nothing. 
so 
paid 
GC: Oh, uh, well what else did you raise there, did you 
raise all your vegetables and everything? 
GEC: Yeah, and made molasses. 
GC~ Did, did they use molasses for bout everything or ••• 
GEC: Yeah, even made molasses cookies. We, mom would call 
um sweetcakes back in them times and they never had no 
such a thing as, we never had no such a thing as glass 
jars back in them times. Had to can in stone jars and 
we sealed um up with what we called sealing wax. You 
pour that hot wax, sealing wax, around them lids, what 
you looking at? 
GC: I thought somebody out there, uh, well, uh, would 
that keep stuff pretty good? 
GEC: Oh yeah, it never spoiledo 
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GC: You could can green beans just like you do today in 
those then? 
GEC: Well, uh, now back in them times I didn't, remember 
anybody canning green beans, pickled beans. But I 
don't remember them canning any green beans. We 
raised all the dry beans we eat. 
GC: Dry beans and pickle beans and pickled corn and ••• 
GEC: And kraut. 
GC: How'd they make their kraut, just put it in a ••• 
GEC: In a big old churn or barrel, sometimes a barrel. 
GC: Uh, you never served a typical meal or stuff. 
GEC: Well we, we didn't go hungry, I know thato 
GC: What, like what'd you have for breakfast mostly? 
GEC: Eggs mostly and hot biscuits. 
GC: Bout everyday? 
GEC: Yeah. And then at noon we'd have, uh, cornbread and 
green beans, uh, in the summertime we'd have green beans. 
GC: And what else, is that all? 
GEC: Why, I don't remember everything we had to eat. 
GC: Oh, I mean I just wanted to know, you know, if you 
could remember just a typical ••• 
GEC: Well, like I said my mom served hot biscuits for 
breakfast and then she baked cornbread for what we 
called dinner at noon. 
GC: Is that the big meal of the day? 
GEC: Yeah, and then for supper she usually baked biscuits 
and have something light, maybe, uh, a big blackberry 
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cobbler and then we'd eat milk over it, you know. 
GC: Yeah. 
GEC: They called that "dip" back in them timeso 
GC: "Dip?" 
GEC: "Dip;" you put nutmeg, you put it in sweet milk and 
you eat that over your pie, it'd be a cobbler pie, 
sometimes be a berry, uh, apple pie, sometime be 
a berry. 
GC: Uh, 
GEC: But there wasn't no hard road around, up and down 
route 60 at that time. 
GC: Was there a road where route 60 is now or . . . 
GEC: Yeah, well they changed it, the law. See they come, 
well they come different places. 
GC: Just about, just about the same route? 
GEC: Yeah, it's the same route but you know sometimes 
they cut out the curves a little but I. 
GC: Dirt road? 
GEC: Yeah, dirt road and you hardly ever seen a car. 
GC: They probably had horses. 
GEC: Yeah, we, lord we hear a car coming down there that'd 
be exciting, to hear a car go by, you know, if they 
went that way, course they did in the summer maybe 
somebody. But you never hardly seen a car back in there. 
GC: Uh, what type of school did you go to? 
GEC: Well I just went to a one room school. I must have 
got bout just the right set of gradeso 
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GC: Did, uh, were all the grades right there in one room, 
right, one teacher? 
GEC: Yeah, uh, huh. One, one teacher for all of um, even 
the little ones on up. 
GC: How big a building was it, can you remember? 
GEC: Oh, I don't know, there'd be about 30 maybe in the 
room. 
GC: Thirty in the room? 
GEC: Yeah, they'd hold what we call a spelling bee back in 
them timeso There'd be four on, one on each corner 
and we'd spell um down, I've spelled down some school 
teachers I remember back then (laughter). 
GC: But, uh, you just had one teacher, right, did he have 
much trouble, was it a man or woman 
GEC: Well sometime, mostly back then my dad taught there, 
we went to him some, course, mostly women, mostly, 
no mostly men I think back in them times, the teachers. 
GC: Did they, were they pretty strict? 
GEC: Well kids wasn't mean like they are now (laughter). 
They were pretty strict. They could ship um if they 
wanted to but they hardly ever did. 
GC: Did, uh, what kind of heat did they have? 
GEC: Well a coal stove right in the middle of the floor? 
GC: Did it keep it warm? 
GEC: Yeah, um, hum. I told you bout the water. 
GC: Well what about the water? 
GEC: Well they just got it from somebody's well. 
GC: Oh, where'd they keep it? 
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GEC: In a cooler they called it, it was a big stone jar 
bout 10 gallon and it had a spicket we turn the 
water, they'd bring that water buckets in and fill 
that up and it would last bout all day. 
GC: was, did it stay cool in there? 
GEC: Yeah, stayed cool in there course now they's no such 
a thing as, uh, ice, we didn't have nothing like ice, 
never had no refrigerator at home. You wanted to 
keep your butter and stuff cool you put it down in 
the well in a big bucket. 
GC: Just keep it there all day? 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: How long would it keep there in the well? 
G~C: Well it'd keep a long time, it was cold down in there. 
We had a little cellar we'd put the milk in sometimes 
too, that sometimes they put the milk in too. 
GC: Uh, say you had, your dad kept a couple of hogs around? 
GEC: Oh, had two big hogs every year. Then when, long, or 
after Christmas we'd smoke the meat, it was hickory 
smoked. 
GC: When would he, when would he kill urn? 
GEC: When what? 
GC: When would he kill urn? 
GEC: Oh Thanksgiving. 
GC: Did they have Thanksgiving then or ••• 
GEC: Oh yeah. 
GC: Was it the same time, fourth week in, fourth Thursday 
in November? 
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GEC: Yeaho 
GC: That 1 s when they kill the hogs? 
GEC: Always nearly kill when it was cold enough, if it 
was real cold. They wouldn't kill hogs back in 
them times unless it was cold. And then hang um 
outside, my dad would lots of times let um freeze 
so they would be easier to cut upo 
GC: And then he'd smoke it bout first of the year. 
GEC: Yeah, bout, oh he'd take time smoke on it bout a 
week or maybe more than that. And back in them 
times we had what we called "pot peddlers," you know. 
GC: Um, humo 
GEC: They'd go along a selling stuff and one man use to 
come by and he sold Arbuckle coffee for ten cents a 
pound and there was a stick of candy in the coffee. 
And you ground, you had to grind your coffee_ you know, 
it wasn't instant coffee. He was what we called "pot 
peddler." 
GC: Would everybody have their own coffee grinder and 
everything? 
GEC: Yeah, we had a coffee grinder and we ground the coffee. 
Some people used green coffee and roast it theirselves. 
GC: Roasted the beans and everything? 
GEC: Uh, huh, yeah. 
GC: Uh, well let's see. Uh, you ate mostly pork, right, 
very little beef? 
GEC: Yeah, I never had no beef. Well fried chicken, my 
mother and dad a many morning fried chicken for 
breakfast. 
GC: Had fried chicken for breakfast? 
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GEC: Yeah. They didn't have, why I know, I don't think 
we ever tasted any beef back 55 years ago, I don't 
remember. 
GC: Did they raise alot of beans, I mean potatoes back 
then? 
GEC: Oh yeah, and beans was, we never bought dried beans. 
GC: What'd you have, uh, potatoes with about every meal 
or •• o 
GEC: Yeah, oh yeah and then my dad would hoe up the, have 
a big hole out by the garden you know, and you had to 
build it up with pipe and put the, build over it and 
on one side of that hole he'd have Rome Beauty apples 
and on the other side he'd have Ben Davis's and we'd 
get back on that, open that hold up and get them 
apples out. 
GC: They'd keep there for a long •• o 
GEC: All winter long. 
GC: All winter? 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: Where'd he keep his potatoes, he hoe them up? 
GEC: Yeah, hoe them up in the ground and he'd hoe up 
cabbage too. Just stick the heads down on the ground 
and let the roots stick out. That's the way you hoed 
up cabbage back then and plant a big ditch around 
them. Our people had plenty to eat back in them 
times. 
GC: Uh, you say, ~h,· you didn't have any refrigerator, 
what kind of stove did you have? 
GEC: A big wood stove, wood stove, we didn't have coal. 
GC: Who had to chop all the wood? 
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GEC: All the boys, my brothers. They'd pile it in on 
the back porch, you know, and all the weatherboard 
side of the house, don't want any of that wood in 
there. And in the kitchen they had a big wood, 
big box they put what they called the stove wood. 
You had to cut that shorter to go in the stove~ 
GC: They oook that, cook right on th~ wood stove? 
GEC: Yeah, in iron pots, it's better than it is today • 
. GC: What did they have, did they have fireplaces to 
heat the rest of the house? 
GEC: Yeah, we had two fireplaces. 
GC: Two fireplaces? 
GEC: Just had two, uh, huh. And one of them was in the 
middle of the house and the other one was on the 
outsideo 
GC: Uh, what kind of beds did they have then? 
GEC: Well now that there was important, them beds were. 
You see we took, momma took a big old straw tick 
and she'd fill that up with clean straw and sew 
that up and then she would go and pick these ducks 
and get these feathers to make a feather bed am 
she'd put it over top that straw. That made a good 
bed. 
GC: Yeah, well the blankets, stuff and quilts and 
everything o • o 
GEC: Oh we made all of themo Pieced all the quilts and 
made all the ••• 
GC: Uh, well, uh, 
GEC: The roads got awful bad up there in the winter where 
we lived. There wasn't a thing but, they just freeze 
over in the wintertime. Now that's the truth. 
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GC: The roads just went up the creek or what? 
GEC: Uh, the road was pretty much in the creek all the 
way up the holler there. 
GC: And just froze over? 
GEC: Oh my goodness, yes, you could just walk out there 
on ice. 
GC: How big was the creek, how deep was it? 
GEC: Well I, wasn't very deep, mostly all rocks. 
GC: Just a little old creek come in. 
GEC: Yeah, uh, huh. That road now today is, it was 
Joe's Branch then but now they call it Ellis Road. 
I told you Mro Ellis lived up there and he had 12 
boys and 1 girl. Maybe that's why they called it 
Ellis's Road, I don't know. 
GC: was it alot colder than it is now in the winter? 
GEC: The winters were, lord mercy yes. Everybody had to 
wear, they did wear long underwear back in them times. 
GC: How long did the winter last, when did it start 
getting real cold? 
SEC: Well it started round Thanksgiving, that's when people 
thought it would be cold enough, wasn't cold enough to 
kill your hogs on Thanksgiving they didn't think it was 
going to be cold enougho I remember a few open winters. 
I remember one in particular, don't know what year it 
was, but it was nearly Christmas. Mostly pretty cold 
timeo 
GC: Uh, did, uh, were the summers pretty hot, or hotter 
back then than they are now? 
GEC: I don't think it was ever such a dry spell like we 
have nowa Seems like we have, uh, you know, the rain 
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would come more often. 
GC: sudden temperatures and everything. 
GEC: Um, mmm. Mom would make quilts out of old, what 
we called jeans, old wool clothes and things like 
thato Real cold night she'd put one of them over 
us and buddy we never got cold at night. One time 
some boys got in a, uh, some trouble, you know. 
GC: Um, mmm. 
GEC: And, uh, and dad was deputy sheriff at that time 
and theyl:roke up somebody's fruit. Bout 4 or 5 old 
teenage boys and he brought um there at the house 
and kept um all night before he took them to Winfield 
jail. We's all scared to even go to -bed that night, 
afraid them little old boys, they was just teenagerso 
GC: Thought they were convicts, huh? 
GEC: Yeah, now you know, didn't pay much attention, back 
then that was something awful. He had to guard um, 
had to get somebody to help him guard um, boys that 
night. 
GC: Did he like being a sheriff or deputy sheriff? 
GEC: Yeah, he kindly liked it, he was deputy sheriff. 
GC: Deputy sheriff? 
GEC: Um, mmm, yeah. 
GC: Uh, did you go to Hurricane and Winfield and those 
places very much back then or just. o • 
GEC: He did, walk and go, he'd go fore daylight. 
GC: Did he take anybody else though with him very much? 
GEC: No, he didn't. He walked most of the time L GC: Walk.J. 
Sometimes he'd ride horseback. And of course we raised 
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our own chickens. That was bout the only kind of 
meat that we had, was pork and chickens back in 
them times. 
GC: Uho 
GEC: We went to church down at, uh, ••• 
GC: Oh, yeah, how far was the church? 
GEC: Oh little over a mile, Mt. Salem. 
GC: What kind was it? 
GEC: It was a Methodist church. 
GC: Methodist churcho 
GEC: Uh, huho Yeah, then we would walk bout, uh, I'd say 
3 miles to church of the night sometimes. 
GC: Did they have church, uh, one church bout a mile, did 
they have it at night too? 
GEC: Yeah. They have at night but then they'd have revival 
on up the road at the Pleasant Hill church and we walk 
up there and the service, up there and back both would 
have been bout 6 mile, now I don't know. 
GC: You had to walk up there, huh? 
GEC: Yeah. Well sometime we'd ride horseback. 
GC~ Uh, how many people would go to this church? 
GEC: Oh, more than goes to some of um today, pretty good 
crowds back then course there wasn't anywhere else to 
go hardly course we had (inaudible) and then of course 
they had ball games like I told you on Sunday down 
there in the field, watch the ball game and we go, 
the girls would all go and watch the boys play, you 
know. 
GC: Uh, did they have church every Sunday? 
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GEC: Oh yeah_ and Sunday school. I don't know whether 
they had church.back then, yeah they had church on 
Sunday night but they had revivals all the time. 
GC: Uh, what kind of preacher did they have , just, was 
it just the, uh, 
GEC: Good preachers. 
GC: Oh, I don't mean was he good or not but did he 
work, uh, did he farm anything for ya? 
GEC: Oh, he rode horseback, you know. 
GC : I mean he wasn't a full time preacher, was he? 
GEC: No, he worked too you know, LGC: One of the~ •• _/ 
and people keep urn usually all night j_-GC: Feed him 
on Sunday._/. You see they sometimes come on Satur9ay 
night and then they'd go back on Sunday night and 
people would take urn back then they take the preacher 
home with urn for dinner each time. 
GC: Every Sunday? 
GEC: Yeah, take time bout taking the preachers home with 
urn for dinner. 
GC: Uh, (mumbling in background). 
GEC: I said something twice. 
GC: That's allright if you say something twice. 
GEC: See you done before and, you know. 
GC: Uh, what about, uh, molasses and stuff did, uh, how 
did they, uh, was there a big get together when they 
made molasses? 
GEC: Oh yeah, call people that had, uh, now in the last 
few years we had a telephone up there. That was 
something wonderful, you know, and they would always 
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tell people to run over to the cane mill. Of courseJ 
we first, that many years ago it didn't matter, a 
telephone. We just call and tell um to come to the 
caning mill tonight. 
GC: Did everybody take their cane and molasses right 
there one ·place, when you all came in one place? 
GEC: Yeah, and Uncle Frank Wilks made the molasses. 
GC: He made it right there? 
GEC: Yeah, he made them there. They made um on chairs 
back then, you know. 
GC: Did he just make molasses for people around here 
or did he go other places? 
GEC: Oh he went everywhere and made molasses. Made the 
best molasses you ever eat. 
GC: He, he made um, huh? 
GEC: Talking bout the stores in .Hurricane ••• 
GC: The what? 
GEC: You never said much about the stores. 
GC: Stores in Hurricane? 
GEC: Um, mmm. 
GC: Were the stores in lliiUrricane, L- GEC: Well there was O •• _/ 
how big was Hurricane? 
GEC: Uh, very few people, very few stores out there then and 
they still had horses, they'd ride horses in Hurricane 
at that time and tie um up on the back alley there, 
they'd tie their horses to a post. Hitchin' post like 
you've seen there sometime L-GC: Yeaho_/o There wasn't 
but very few stores in Hurricane at that timeo 
GC: How bout Winfield, was it very big then? 
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GEC: I, no, uh, huh. 
GC: Just county seat was all there was. 
GEC: Uh, huh, the courthouse, yeah was out there, that's 
where my dad would go alot to Winfield but ••• 
GC: Well, uh, did any of your brothers and sisters become 
teachers or anything? 
GEC: My sister did. 
GC: Did she ever graduate from college? 
GEC: Oh yeah, she graduated from Morris, uh, Harvey. 
GC: Well, did she start teaching before she went to college? 
GEC: Yes she did, and worked in, become a teacher bout 18 
years old. Back then all you had to do was get a 
number on·e, number two certificate and teach. Course 
after it got so you had to go to college, she went to 
college and got her degree. 
GC: While she was teaching? 
GEC: Yeah. While she's still teaching, uh, huh. The rest 
of um went to high schoolo 
GC: Uh, (break in tape). Uh, did they have, uh, quilting 
bees and stuff like this? 
GEC: Yeah, they had bean hullings, they'd hull beans, you 
know, they let um dry and, uh, the young folks would 
meet and that was their entertainment, you know. 
GC: Well what other kind of things did they have? 
GEC: Well, uh, apple peelings, they had apple peelings, 
they'd peel apples. 
GC: Molasses making. 
GEC: Yeah. 
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GC: Well aia they, what else, quilting bees or anything? 
GEC: No, I aon°t remember anything about any sewing club, 
the women was too busy a working at home to affora 
them things. I aon't remember anything about anything 
like that. 
GC: But that was entertainment. 
GEC: Yeah, that was entertainment back then. They get, 
have all these beans ana they'a gather these people 
in and I aon't think they, I don't remember them every 
serving anything. We get, went to meet there, we had 
certain places to meet ana, uh, all these little 
country stores along sometimes a bunch of us would 
meet there, you know, on the porch CGC: Um, hum.J 
and talk, just a whole bunch of young people would 
meet there at that house. 
GC: Well the church is kina of recreation too, wasn't it? 
GEC: Yeah, my, my brother and sister they'a go, I mean 
GC: But you could meet people there and everything. 
GEC: Yeah. But we were just, say well we're going to a 
certain person's house ana we'd gather several young 
people and we'a all get there together and meet and 
that sometimes, you know, how much it costs to mail 
a letter. 
GC: How much? 
GEC: Well it was, uh, two cents and I think it went to 
three and you mail a postcard for a penny back in 
them times ana there was a store down there sold 
the stamps and things and that's where we got our 
stamps if we dian't meet the mail carrier. 
GC: Well where's the store at? 
GEC: It's, uh, on route 60 ana there's several little 
stores along, there's Ellis's ana Strickland's ana 
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Cyrus's had a little store there. 
GC: Cyrus's? 
GEC: Yeah, I don't know how far back that was though but 
that Strickland store's back years ago, years ago. 
GC: These all just little country stores and everything? 
GEC: All along, several little country stores along. But 
in Hurricane they didn't have any stores at all. 
GC: Uh, oh, uh, the mail and everything, did the mailman 
come right by the house? 
GEC: Oh no, we lived over a mile from the mail, where the 
mail went. 
GC: He just had the main road, huh? 
GEC: He rode on horseback. He went down route 60 and 
over the hill at Paynes, that's where our mail 
carrier went at that time. 
GC: Well what'd you have, a mailbox down there? 
GEC: Uh, huh. Whole bunch of mailboxes and people would 
come there to get their mail. Wasn't any mail all 
the way down route 60 at that time, that I remember 
anything about. 
GC: You bought all your stamps at that, uh, stores or. 
GEC: You could get um at the store if you didn't want to 
rreet the mail carrier or you could leave note in there 
and some money and tell him to leave your stamps and 
he would leave um you see. 
GC: Honest, everybody honest back then? 
GEC: Yeah, everybody (laughs). Well I don't know, I guess 
they would be that way today if we just trust um, I 
don't know. 
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GC: Can you remember any other type of, uh, of, uh, 
recreation or anything like that or~ uh, ••• 
GEC: They had. 
GC: What'd you do in the winter when it was cold and you 
had to stay home? 
GEC: Oh we'd pop popcorn and we had, back them times they 
had, uh, what do you call, where they played music, 
I can't think what it is now. 
GC: Band or 
GEC: No, it wasn't a radio, it was a phonograph. 
GC: Oh, phonograph. 
GEC: Yeah. And then they had, uh, a car- , a thing you 
looked through with cards, telescope back then, you 
ever seen urn? Well and, uh, we'd get them pictures, 
you know, and look through that telescope. 
GC: What, uh, bout Christmas what kind of Christmas, 
did you make your own decorations and everything 
for Christmas Eve? 
GEC: Never had, we didn't have a tree. 
GC: You did1 't have a tree? 
GEC: Only, I always got a doll but the boys I think never 
got any toys. You just get candy and stuff, you hang 
your stocking up and get little bit of stick candy or 
something in it back in them times. 
GC: You never had a Christmas tree though? 
GEC: :rnever remember nobody having a Christmas tree, no 
we didn't have a Christmas treeo 
GC: Nobody around there did? 
GEC: Not hardly anybody I know of did. 
\ 
GC: Hum. 
GEC: They didn't have trees. 
wreath or something up 
about having a tree. 
Gertrude E. Cyrus 24 
Sometimes they put a little 
but I don't remember anything 
GC: How bout, uh, Thanksgiving back there, was that a 
big deal? 
GEC: No, not any more than any other day back then. 
GC: Didn't have no big meal? 
GEC: Didn't have no turkey, we'd have, uh, oh mom bake 
cakes, pies and things like that. 
GC: Nothing really special? 
GEG: No, and had your own meat and chicken but you -didn't 
have, if you hadn't never killed your hog. 
GC: Christmas a big special meal or 
GEC: Yeah, seem to meal like back as far as I remember 
alot of times we just had chicken and dumplings 
on Christmaso 
GC: Same as always, huh? 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: How bout New Year's, everybody eat cabbage back then? 
GEC: Yeah, lord yeah. Lord they wouldn't, no they never put 
the money in but they wouldn't do without the cabbage, 
you had to have cabbage on New Year's. See they hoe um 
up out in the garden, .. you know, and that way why we had 
our own cabbage you see. We didn't buy too much from 
the store back in them times. And this peddler would 
come along·and I told you and he sold coffee to us then. 
GC: What'd you buy sugar and coffee and flour and stuff. 
GEC: Yeah, uh, huh. Syrup and stuff like that. 
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GC: How bout a doctoring, was there a doctor around? 
GEC: Well there wasn't any, there's doctors in Hurricane. 
Any of us get sick daddy'd take the horse and go down 
to the main highway and meet the doctor on the horse 
when they was sick and bring him up and take him back 
down to his car. He had a car. 
GC: Oh he had a car. 
GEC: Yeah, they'd run a car up and down t~ere. 
GC: Well did they make alot of their own medicines and 
stuff back then or did they ••• 
GEC: Yeah, they used alot of patent medicines. Babies 
was born they always had to give urn catnip tea. 
GC: Oh. 
GEC: Well they made catnip tea, go along the creek and get 
this little old mint stuff and they called it catnip 
and that's what they'd make for the babiesa 
GC: Did they make alot of stuff like I mean different 
medicines of their own? 
GEC: No, I don't know of any, yeah, they made potices, 
you know, out of mustard and stuff like that. 
GC: Did, uh, did they raise their own herbs and stuff 
like that? 
GEC: Oh, uh, huh. They just went out and got the wild. 
GC: Went out and got the wild. 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: Uh, who raised the garden for the tomatoes and stuff, 
did your dad do that or your mother? 
GEC: Oh, they both did. 
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GC: Both of um together? 
GEC: Yeah. 
GC: Both of um worked the fieldo 
GEC: Yeah, my mother worked in the field, I never did work 
in the field none. But she worked. 
GC: Did your other sister have to? 
GEC: No, she's the baby and she's kind of spoilt and she 
d idn' t • • • 
GC: Didn't have to do anything, huh? 
GEC: She didn't have to do nothing, no. 
GC: Uh, how many cows did your daddy usually keep around? 
GEC: Well >they usually keep two and three when one was 
fresh, you know, why they, CGC: In order to have milk.J 
yeah, and the other dry. 
GC: Where do you buy these hogs from? 
GEC: Oh, I don't remember back in them times, somebody 
just bought a little pig for about five dollars. 
GC: From somebody, neighbor or something? 
GEC: Yeah, but, uh, 
GC: You never kept any beef cows, huh? 
GEC: No, didn't have no beef, huh, uh. We had horses, 
you know. 
GC: Horses, how·many horses would you keep? 
GEC: Oh, just kept two or three. One of urn was so wild 
you couldn't catch it, you know, you had to run it 
down, now that's the truth. 
Gertrude Eo Cyrus 27 
GC: Every time you had to run it down? 
GEC: We had one horse that was, my dad would stop_along 
the road and talk to people CGC: Um, hum._/ and 
then we had one horse he wouldn't pass nobody, he 
had to stop everytime for him to talk. 
GC: No matter who it was. 
GEC: No matter who it was he, that horse would stopo He 
just had about two horse$. I think one time we had 
a, uh, I think we had a team of mules at one time 
LGC: Mules?J. But you know, back in them times 
most of the people worked cattle. 
GC: Yeah, what did he work cattle or what? 
GEC: Oh, he worked horses. 
GC: Did you ride the horses he worked with or did you 
have riding horses? 
GEC: Oh no, just work, you know, just ride the ones that 
worked rGc: Yeah.J but, uh, this man that made 
the molasses he always had a, uh, he always work 
cows but of course the horse would pull, you know, 
the, grind the aane, you know, he worked, uh, cattle 
in fact alot of people worked cattle back in them 
times. 
GC: What'd you do about your corn meal and everything, 
did you make that yourself? 
GEC: Oh, take it to the mill CGC: Take it to the mill?Jo 
I can see dad now with a sack on his back, yeah. 
GC: How far is the mill from that house? 
GEC: Well that was in Hurricane. 
GC: In Hurricane. 
GEC: Lum Taylor had a mill out there that made the meal 
and he had some flour ground. 
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GC: Some flour ground, do you.o •• 
GEC: At Tornado they made, they ground 
GC: Oh, out there at the falls? 
GEC: Yeah, they ground, uh, but they didn't like it, 
mom and dad didn't, it was dark flour but it had 
an awful good taste, it was pure wheat, you know. 
GC: Yeah. Uh, well is there anything else you can 
remember? 
GEC : Oh, I can't remember anything right now right offo 
They was pretty strict with us though, we had to 
ask them if we went out anywhere. 
GC: They wouldn't just let you go off. 
GEC: No, ask them, I always had to ask them to go to 
church at Hill Valley cause that's so fer to walk. 
GC: Oh, how far was that? 
GEC: Well I said it was about 3 miles £Ge: Oh._/, 3 -or 4 
mile and, uh, he picked his own apples. 
GC: Had his own apple tree? 
GEC: Yeah, they'd pick apples, I help pick apples. 
GC: Did he graft his own trees or 
GEC: I don't remember that, I know they'd pick um so they 
wouldn't be bruised and then they'd hoe um up you see. 
GC: He wouldn't wait for them to fall or anything? 
GEC: No, huh, uh, huh, uh, Course they raised most of the 
feed for the chickens you see. 
GC: They didn't have anything other than that did they? 
GEC: No, and all the corn to fatten th hog, they raised 
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all of that. 
GC: Did you eat, did you eat much wild game or anything? 
GEC: Well not much, some rabbit. 
GC: Rabbit, squirrel? 
GEC: Squirrels, yeah. But not no big lot of wild meat. 
GC: Mostly just pork, huh? 
GEC: Mostly pork, bacon, you knowo 
lwe enough to last all summer 
usually have to buy it in the 
Of course we didn't 
off two hogs, you 
summer, your pork. 
GC: Either that or eat just mostly vegetables in the 
summer or. 
GEC: Yeah, and you'd have bacon and you'd cook your beans 
with it but you bought it in the summer time, you 
never had enough to last. 
GC: Was there any big holidays like there is now like 
Thanksgiving anything where you have a real big 
meal or anything? 
GEC: They didn't have anything extra, not much now. 
GC: Did you have a big meal on Sundays, everything? 
GEC: No, we had lots of company, kids and things a corning 
to stay all night, but they just eat what we, I mean 
never fix no big. 
GC: All the same all the time? 
GEC: Yeah, bout all the time. I will say this though, 
we never did go hungry. 
GC: Well can you remember anything else? 
GEC: Well they raised wheat too, you know. 
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GC: Oh, growed their own wheat. 
GEC: Yeah, that's how he made his f... GC: Meal._/ meal and 
they, uh, they didn't, they wouldn't, didn't know 
such a thing as to buy feed for just thingso Wheat 
and hay and everything. They had bottom land they 
would cut the hay and just rake it up in big stacks. 
GC: Hay stacks? 
GEC: Yeah, but I don't remember them every buying any, 
any feed and I, that's years ago now. Remember 
that was fifty some, bout fifty five years ago, over 
fifty years ago any way. 
GC: Well you got anything else you want to say or anything 
or you tired of talking now? 
GEC: No, I just hope I (laughs), no I'm not tired of 
talking but I can't think of nothing else. 
GC: You can't think of nothing else? 
GEC: No. 
GC: Well thank yao 
GEC: Yeaho 
